April 15, 1967 


United Community Corporation Trustees 
c/o Dean C. Villard Heckel 


124 Branford Place 
Newark, New Jersey 
Dear Trustees: 


This is written to serve as official notice of my resignation 
from the United Community Corporation's Board of Trustees as 
a representative from OPERATION (Jc CARE. 


Having been a UCC member since early 1965, it has become clear 
that the UCC in Newark and the Office of Economic Opportunity 
nationally form programs based on the idea that poverty exists 
because people are unskilled, undereducated and that the poor 

_ cannot function in the complex urban .\merican society of the , 
1960's. 


This is not my view. I believe poverty exists because some 

_People have power and others do not. That those who have power 

use it to enforce the dependency of the powerless and that this... 
system is institutionalized into the very make-up of this 

country. 


It is my hope that neither my resipnation nor this letter will 
pe taken as a "put-down™ of the UCC. On the contrary, people — 


5 Newark for c sonomic and po cal. 
LSM = 
However, it is for eee activists who hear a diff 
that é ‘ 
Cwithout a struggle sto urn tl gies to that 
fight. J 


The history cf Nerroes in America is a history of powerlessness 
and its debilitating effects. The vast majority of Nerroes in 
this country live in poverty and must endure these conditions 
of oppression because they are black and powerless. 
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Solutions to these conditions can oricinate only inside the 
H 


Black community. ilere protest which calls upon the power 
for help and the sense of powerlessness 


must be avoided. Involvement for the sake of ‘ticipation 
rol can only frustrate and does little 


the capacity for chance. 


situation in which r b i 
ther and not on -rood arencies. àn 


-ean-depend_oen—eaci_ot 
= nt comunity is one 

control over its own politics, resources and education. 
 ™  — 


I think th now time for E vement to 


g anderine to the fears oE the = middle-class in the 
attempt to earn its “rood wi ime to return to the 
shetto to orranize those communi tts a control themselves. 
This orranization must be successful, because there are no 


viable alternatives. ‘lithout the power to control their lives 
and their- con oh wh relate to the total 


ction. © Tat Wi happen is up to us. 


Goa |S 
`. 
Pl e 


PH/rnl 


cc: Rabbi Jonathan J. Prinz 
ir. Hillie ‘right 

x. Donald Vendell 
Ur. Willian K. Yolfe 


